Chapter 2: Research Methods

Dr. Polvere

Objective: To understand psychology as a science, including the key research methods used in the field.  To understand the strengths and weaknesses of different methods.

I. Steps in Research

a. Hypothesis
b. Operational Definition

II. Naturalistic Observation

a. Observer Bias
b. Observer Effect

III. Correlational Designs

a. Positive Correlation
b. Negative Correlation
c. Correlation does not equal Causation

IV. Experiments

a. Experimental Group
b. Control Group
c. Independent Variable
d. Dependent Variable
e. Control; Extraneous Variables
f. Placebo Effect
g. Single Blind/Double Blind Studies

V. Case Studies

VI. Surveys

